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Chapter I   The Colonization of America  

 

 The Europeanization of the world  starts with  the discovery of 

America at the end of the 15th century by Columbus. As we enter the 

16th century, Europe and the rest of the world begin a period of radical 

change in social structure, economy, religion, and politics. It is the end 

of feudal civilization in Europe, and the beginning s of a new social 

order. It is also the beginning  of globalization . Europe would see an 

incredible  growth in wealth and power, and individual  Europeans 

would gradually experience more economic, political and religious 

freedom. For many people in the non-European world , we should 

remember, the 16th century the beginning of the end of their 

civilizations.  

 

 

Early European Conquest: Spain and France  

 

     In 1492 Columbus discovered America, and shortly after that, 

Spain, France and later England started colonies in the Americas. The 

appeal of unlimited free land, rich in natural resources was very great, 

and these countries actively tried to explore and settle the North 

American continent.  

     The Spanish came in search of gold. They colonized Florida first 

and, by 1600, had colonized the American southwest, spreading their 

language and culture. In 1608 the French started a settlement in  

Eastern Canada and this became the beginning of New France, the 

French empire in America.  
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 The French were mainly involved in the fur  trade and had very 

good relations with many of the Indian tribes in America. They  

explored the region down to the Gulf of Mexico (1682) and all this land 

was put under French control. It was given the name Louisiana after 

King Louis XIV . In 1718 New Orleans was founded as a major trading 

port.  

  

 

17th  century French map of North America  

 

     

 

The English Colonies  

 

 Tudor Dynasty monarch, Queen Elizabeth I 

(1533 -1603; reigned from 1558 till her death; Shakespeareôs queen) 
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     In 1584 Queen Elizabeth I of England allowed a colony to be 

started on the east coast of America north of Spanish Florida. It was 

named Virginia (because Elizabeth was known as the ñVirgin Queenò). 

Under Elizabeth, England had become a rich and powerful nation in 

competition with  Spain and France. Also, Elizabeth had firmly 

established the Protestant religion (Anglican Church or Church of 

England) as the national religion of England . Spain and France were, of 

course, both Catholic, so there was also religious hostility between 

England and these nations.  

 North America became a place where these European countries 

would compete for colonial possessions. The spread of religion through 

missionary activities was also was a factor in colonialism . 

 

 Under the next English King, King J ames I, the colony called 

Jamestown, in Virginia, was established (1607). This is really 

considered the first English colony in America. King James I of 

England gave the London Company the right to settle in Virginia and 

North Carolina, and the Plymouth Company was given the right to 

settle New England. In 1612 they started growing tobacco in Virginia 

and more and more English went there. America was becoming a good 

place for British merchants to invest . 

 

 

New England: the Puritans  
          

 In 1620 the fi rst group of Puritans  landed in 

Massachusetts. They were called Puritans because they wanted to 

pur ify the Church of England (the Anglican  Church ), which they saw 

as corrupt. They were also called Separatists, because they wanted to 

separate from the Anglican Church. Their purpose in coming to 

America was to start a religious community. The Puritans were a 

product of the Protestant Reformation  in Europe. This was a time 

when, not only Puritans, but  many people saw hope for freedom from 

the old social and political systems in Europe, like the Church or the 

monarchy . 
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 The first Puritans arrived in America on the 

ship, The Mayflower (Dec., 17, 1620). In 1629 a larger group of 400 came to start the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony around Boston and Salem. They were then followed by a 

great migration of mostly English Puritans. 

  

 In 1620, a ship of 102 Puritan s landed in Massachusetts after a 65 

day journey across the Atlantic Ocean, and set up the Plymouth Colony 

there. Massachusettsôs winters are very severe and about half of them 

died in the first winter. However, an Indian named Squanto (who could 

speak English before they arrived!) taught them how to plant corn and 

where to fish and hunt. In the fall, after their first harvest, they had a 

feast (1621) which was the first ñThanksgiving .ò  

 

  

In 1629 other Puritans came to start the Massachusetts Bay 

Company (Boston). This was the start of the Puritan migration ; by 

1640 more than 20,000 had came to New England.  Many of its 

members were quite wealthy and many highly educated. Unlike the 

Virginia colony , the leaders of the New England Puritans wanted to 

make a religious community that strictly followed ñGodôs laws.ò They 

saw a need for higher education for the training of clergy , and in 1636, 

a wealthy colonist, John Harvard, help to start Harvard College.  
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Social Stresses: the Salem Witch Trials  

In 1692 a kind of hysteria took over the people living in the 

village of Salem, Massachusetts. They believed there were witches  

among them, and 14 women and 6 men are executed . Later on, they 

realized that they had executed innocent people.  

 

This community of Puritans came under many social as well as 

environmental stresses and eventually died out or became absorbed in 

the growing communities started by the Massachusetts Bay Company.   

Eventually these first New England Puritan communities died out.  

 

 

 

 

The 13 British colonies in North America (17th and 18th centuries) 
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His torical and Economic Context:  

British Mercantilism and Colonialism    

 

The American colonies were part of a European system of 

trade called mercantilism . Mercantilism is an economic policy 

where a nationõs government tries to actively protect domestic 

markets (merchants and industries ). It does this by restricting 

imports (throug h heavy tariffs / duties and shipping regulations ). 

This policy also encourages exports because this will mean more 

money coming in and less flowing out.  If necessary, military power 

(war ) was used to enforce mercantilist  policies.  

  

 

 

 

ü In the 1620ôs we see the first mercantilist laws: tobacco from 

American colonies could only be sold in Britain. Other countries that 

wanted to by tobacco had to buy through British merchants; they 

couldnôt by directly from the colony in Virginia. 

ü In 1651, England passed the first law which helped to give a 

monopoly to British ships: only English ships could be used for 

importing goods from European countries into Britain.  

ü In the 1660ôs, the ñNavigation Actsò said that all European 

goods going to British colonies had to go through England first.  

ü In 1733, England put heavy taxes on sugar coming into to 

America from French colonies in the West Indies (i.e., the 

Caribbean). Also, certain products produced in America (tobacco, 

rice, and sugar) had to be shipped to England first before they could 

be sold to other European countries. 

 

Ships built in New England sailed all over the world in the expanding 

colonial trade markets and routes. In the case of North A merica, British 

colonies produced lumber, tobacco, rice, indigo, and in sugar in the West 

Indies (the Caribbean isl ands of Jamaica and Cuba) .  

By the 18 th  century, what some people call the òtriangular tradeó 

developed. This was  a system of highly profitab le trade  routes  between the 
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Caribbean islands, the British colonies on the east coast of North America, 

England, the òwine islandsó of Spain (Madeira) and Africa (for slaves to work 

on sugar and tobacco plantations).   

        

 

Great Britain became one of the richest countries in the world thanks 

to colonialism and mercantilism. The rise of the British East India Comp any 

as the most powerful and worldõs richest company is an example of the 

success of both mercantilism and colonialism.  

 

 

 Ships of the British East India Company. North       

 America was one of the major importers of Indian tea. 
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The Middle Colonies  

 

 

 

 

New York  

 

 Dutch West India Company Ships  

  

     In 1621 the Dutch West India Company was formed to establish a 

colony in America (in the area of New York). They bought Manhattan 

Island from the Indians for about 26 dollars worth of jewels and tools 

and founded New Amsterdam there. In 1664 the English king Charles 

II sent warships to take the Dutch colony and rename it New York.   
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Dutch Manhattan      King Charles II  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pennsylvania and the Quakers  

 

 

 

The Quakers were another of the many new Protestant groups 

which were emerging in Europe and leaving to find freedom and 

independence in some place far from Europe. The Quakers were very 

similar to the Puritans in many ways, but unlike the Puritans of New 

England, the Quakers believed in toleration  for other peopleôs 

religious beliefs. 

Pennsylvania was founded in 1681 by William Penn, who was 

himself a Quaker. Because of the Quaker belief in peace and love for all 

men, Pennsylvania became a place of safety for Indians, who were 

treated very well there.  For the main city of his colony, William Penn 

chose an area on the Delaware River, which he called Philadelphia 


